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SUMMARY OF THE REPORT ON
THE SEMINAR ON "THE YOUTH AND THE BASIC LAW"

Foreword

The semlnar was held on 16 November, 1986 with about 120
participants who attended as indlviduals or representatives of
youth organizations. Participants were divided into 15 groups
for discussion. Christina Wal Mui Yu, Fung Wal Kwong and Li Siu
Kel, the 3 CCBL members who had propoged to organize this seminar
prepared a report by collating the reports of the 15 groups.

Assumptions concerning the future political structure

1. Participants mainly favoured a legislature-led political
gtructure for two reasons:
1) Confldence in collective wisdom
2) Safeguard againsgt abusge of power

2. an the other hand, some partliclpants proposed that the
executive authorities and the legislature should have equal
status for the gake of checks and balances. Effective

communications between the executive and the legiglature
should be ensured.

Composition of the legisléture

1. Participante unanimously agreed that the legilslature should
not include any principal officials of the government but
principal officlals should be allowed to be in attendance at
the meetings of the legislature in order to answer enguirles

about policies, :

2. After 1997, principal officials may not propose bills at the

legislature. Legislative Councillors may need the assistance
of professional bodies(e.g. political parties) in proposing
bills,

Formation of the legisglature

1. Direct elections . .
Definition -- Some participante held that basged on the
principle of falr participation, direct elections should refer
to the one-man-one-vote elections wilithout any regtrictione on

nomination. But there were participants who favoured
nomination by & special body to guarantee the quallty of the
candidates. T

1.1 Favouring direct elections -- Four groups of participants

agreed that the legislature should be constituted by direct
elections while the remaining eleven zroups agreed that not



legs than half of the legisglature should be directly elected

in 1997. The reasonsg are as follows:

1) To be accountable to and be supervised by the people,.

2) To balance the interest of the various gectors.

3) To prevent exceggive intervention from China as the
directly elected members will only be accountable to the
public,

4) Profeggionals and buginesesmen will not be in & position
less favourable than before because with thelr resources

and socilal prestige, they are bound to gecure a
consliderable number of seats. . .

) Wlith the »rise in education atandard and GNP, the
development in communications and the cultivation of civic
genge, the conditions required for direct elections can
be met.

6) The public will have more confidence in the promige of
"one country, two systems'" and "a high degree of

autonomy'.
7) It plays a demonstrative role in the political reforms in

China. Election in iteelf 1s an important part of civic
education. ' ‘

2. Indirect’ elections ~—- Participante held that indirect
elections mailnly referred to the functional constituencies
elections.

2.1 Pros

1) To facilitete a smooth transition.

2) To ensure that _ a certain number of professlionals are
admitted to the legislature.

3) To win the confidence of the buginessmen as they are
allocated a definite number of sgeats in the legislature.

2.2 Cons ; .
1) It leads to the emergence of a politically privileged
class, o

2) It 1involves a lot of problems e.g. how the seats are to be
falrly divided among the funectlonal congtiltuencles.

2.3 Others

Some participants propoged that there should be more
fuinctional constituencies(e.g. the cultural sector and the
broadcasgting gector) and that the seatg allocated to the

labour congtituency should be i1ncreased.

3. Direction of development ~—- It should be more democratic and
more open wilith overall direct elections as the final target,

Age of electors

Nine groupsg of partlicipants were for the proposgal that the . age
criterion for electors should be 18. The reasgons are as follows:



1. Rise in education standard.

2. To promote the youth's concern in public affairs and their
sense of politilical responsibility.

3. If one-man-one-vote elections are practised now, by 1997 the
younger generation will have developed gufficient understanding
- 1n political affairs and commitment to gocliety.

Termes of reference of the legislature

Participahts unanimousgly agreed that the existing terms of
reference of the legislature should be retalned after 1997.

Oon the terms of reference of the future legislature, the
participants had the following proposals:

1. Power of moving bills -~ Some participants agreed that the
legislature should have thils power. But some held that both
the ¢hief executive and tho lagislature showuld errd oy this
power and should the executive and the legilzlsturs disagree,
the final decision will be made by a three-fourthas majJority
vote of the members of the legislature.

2. Power of financlial control -- Some particlipants held that to
enable the executive authorities to enjoy autonomy
financially, the legislature should not be vested with the
power of flnancilal coritrol. On the other hand , some held
that the legislature may revise the budget in accordance with
the needs of society.

3. Power of impeachment -- Participants agreed that the
legislature should have the power to 1mpeach the chief
executive as well as prinecipal officilaels to ensure that the
government i8 subject to effective democratic supervision
provided that thig power would not be exercised at the expencge
of the continulty and stability of the government. Some
participants held that the legislature should not have the
power to impeach principal officials and report to the Central
for removal because principal offilclals appointed by the chief
executive would only be accountable to the chief executilve.
There was a view that whether or not the chief executive was
‘elected by the legislature, the latter should have the power
to impeach the former.

b, Access to information -- Memberg of the legisglature may have
access to fililes of varying degrees of confldentilalilty through
certain procedures.

5. Power to bass the ligt of principal officials nominated by the

chlief executive -- If the chilef executive is too pro-Central,
the principal officlals nominated by him will most probably be
also pro-Central, Thus thils power vested in the legislature

wilill provide some checks and balancesg.



6. Power to 1lnidtiate proposals --Some partilcipants proposed that
the public should be granted this power 1l.e. proposals may be
Jointly dinitiated by a certain number of people.

7. Selection of the chief executive -- Some -participants held

that the public should have the right to elect or even to
nominate the chief executive. But some proposed that the

chlef executive should be nominated by a represgentative body
such as the legislature.

Conclusgion

Participants are exposged to more points of view through this
seminar. It 18 hoped that seminars of a similar nature on other
specifiec 1issues concerning the Basic Law will be held in the
future.
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